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ABSTRACT 

 

Existentialism is a philosophical tradition associated primarily with a group of 19th and 20th 

Century European philosophers who, despite significant doctrinal differences, shared the belief 

that philosophical thinking begins with the human subject—not just the thinking subject, but the 

acting, feeling, and living human individual. The protagonist, Santiago, is presented with a wide 

range of options to choose from. He must choose between priesthood, shepherding, returning to 

Andalusia, traversing the desert to reach Egypt, living with Fatima in the Al- Fayoum oasis, or 

searching for his treasure in Egypt. From all of these options, he opts for shepherding, crossing 

the desert, and travelling to Egypt in search of his riches. He is completely dedicated to and 

accountable for his decisions. Santiago is obviously self-assured in his core interests and capable 

of ignoring the notion of being for others. 
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The individual's starting point, according to existentialists, is defined by "the existential attitude," or a 

sensation of disorientation, uncertainty, or dread in the face of an obviously meaningless or ludicrous 

universe. Santiago's life exemplifies the Existentialism philosophy, which states that human existence is a 

study into the meaning of being. When Santiago asks the old man (Melchizedek) about the world's greatest 

lie, what does he get? The wise old man responds, saying: "It's this: at some time in our lives, we lose 

control of what's going on around us, and our lives are taken over by fate. That is the greatest deception in 

the history of the world." (17) Coelho Rather than fate, Santiago is directed by his conscious will. He has 

willingly embarked on a long journey into the far deserts in order to discover himself. 

 

Through the voice of an elderly guy, Paulo Coelho is seen encouraging his own philosophy 

(Melchizedek). He believes that everyone understands their destiny and that anything is possible in this 
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world, but as time passes, a strange power begins to persuade people that realising their destiny will be 

impossible. He says:  

 

The mysterious force appears to be negative, but actually shows you how to realize your destiny. It 

prepares your spirit and will because that desire originated in the soul of the universe. It’s your 

mission on earth…the soul of the world is nourished by people’s happiness. And also by 

unhappiness, envy, and jealousy. To realize one’s destiny is a person’s only real obligation. All 

things are one. (Coelho, 21)  

 

This text demonstrates that Coelho's protagonist is more than an existentialist, a multi-disciplinary 

figure whose journey is about more than only finding wealth, but also about fulfilling a bigger commitment. 

The "soul of the cosmos" has sustained him, and his soul, in turn, nourishes it. His quest is to discover his 

roots and see the interconnectedness of all things. "Life tales and the history of the planet were written by 

the same hand," Santiago says. (Coelho, p. 73.) He believes that in order to be one with the "universal 

soul," he must use his free choice and listen to his heart. He also recognises that his dreams or personal 

legends are part of the "soul of the cosmos," not simply his own. 

 

When Santiago gets stolen from his only source of income. He considers returning home and 

relinquishing his personal legend at this moment. He finds himself stranded and despondent. Finally, a 

crystal merchant, a middle-aged Tangier native, hires the youngster (Santiago). Santiago's adversary is this 

Crystal Merchant. He just wishes to fly to Mecca without translating his wish into a stronger will, the 

embodiment of a more spontaneous decision. The inaction of the Crystal Merchant contrasts with 

Santiago's robust confidence in goal-oriented action. Crystal Merchant tells Santiago in the following 

passage: 

 

You dream about your sheep and the Pyramids, but you're different from me, because you want to 

realize your dreams. I just want to dream about Mecca. I've already imagined a thousand times 

crossing the desert, arriving at the Plaza of the Sacred Stone, the seven times I walk around it before 

allowing myself to touch it. I've already imagined the people who would be at my side and those in 

front of me, and the conversations and prayers we would share. But I'm afraid that it would all be a 

disappointment, so I prefer just to dream about it. (Coelho, 52, 53)  

 

Santiago, on the other hand, demonstrates incredible willpower in defeating inner demons of fate 

and despairing voices. He believes that he should conquer power and freedom via his own will, rather than 
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through the world's external forces. He is not just an idealist and a dreamer, but also a dream interpreter, 

interpreting dreams about far-flung regions that man can conquer. He has gained dominion over himself 

through his activities, which are accompanied by a strong, previous, and spontaneous will. 

 

Santiago recognized his “self” through the encounters with the objective world, he was able to 

converse with the supernatural powers. In one of his conversations with the wind, he confesses that:  

 

That's not true," the boy said. "I learned the alchemist's secrets in my travels. I have inside me the 

winds, the deserts, the oceans, the stars, and everything created in the universe. We were all made by 

the same hand, and we have the same soul. I want to be like you, able to reach every corner of the 

world, cross the seas, blow away the sands that cover my treasure, and carry the voice of the woman 

I love. (Coelho, 140) 

 

Santiago finally arrives at the pinnacle of his self-discovery when he is able to blow wind and connect with 

the sun. The boy saw that the Soul of the World was a part of the Soul of God when he reached out to it. 

And he realised that God's Soul was his own. And that he, a young boy, was capable of miracles. 

 

The entire work is a symbolic picture of man's incessant search for his position in the world, as well 

as the ultimate search for the meaning of life and the universe. It is concerned with the Santiago expedition 

on a physical, metaphorical, intellectual, and spiritual level. Santiago aspires to tour the world in search of a 

worldly treasure as opulent as any ever discovered. His journey across continents allegorically demonstrates 

that man is the master of his fate. This enthralling and enthralling work contains a wealth of analysis and 

may be interpreted using a variety of theoretical perspectives. Santiago's story demonstrates that the only 

road to self-realization is via strong willpower, courage, determinism, passion, and tenacity. It represents 

man's insatiable spiritual search and provides a four-step process for making one's dream come true. 
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